
What it means to be an RCIA sponsor 
 
 
What is the role of a sponsor, generally speaking? 
 
Your sponsor is someone you can speak to honestly as you have questions about the 
Catholic faith along the way during the RCIA process.  Your sponsor is someone who 
will walk with you and pray for you on your faith journey.  And your sponsor is the 
person who will stand with you when you are received into the Catholic Church at the 
Easter Vigil Mass. 
 
 
Which events is a sponsor required to attend? 
 
It is essential that your sponsor be able to attend: 
 
1. The Easter Vigil Mass, which will be the evening of March 26, 2016. 
2. The rehearsal for the Easter Vigil Mass, which will be at our normal class time on 

Monday, March 21, 2016. 
 
Ideally, your sponsor should also be able to attend: 
 
1. The Rite of Acceptance, at the 9:30 Mass on November 8, 2015. 
2. The Rite of Election (if you are unbaptized) at the Cathedral downtown on 

Saturday, February 20, 2016. 
3. The Rite of Calling (if you have already received a Christian baptism) at St. 

Monica at the 9:30 Mass on February 21, 2016. 
4. The Three Scrutinies at the 9:30 Masses on February 28, 2016, and March 6 and 

13, 2016. 
 
If your sponsor has to miss some of these, that’s OK.  He or she can still be your 
sponsor.  Please reassure your sponsor that no training or rehearsal is needed for these 
four events.  We’ll explain what they need to do, and it will be quite minimal. 
Sponsors are welcome to attend all classes and other RCIA field trips and events. 
 
 
Who is eligible to be your sponsor? 
 
Someone who: 
1. Is now a practicing Catholic, 
2. Has received the sacraments of Baptism, Holy Eucharist, and Confirmation, and 
3. Is at least 16 years of age. 


