
St Torbio began his mission work by travelling to Lima on foot, baptizing and teaching the natives. His favorite topic being: "Time is 
not our own, and we must give a strict account of it." Three times he traversed the eighteen thousand miles of his diocese, generally 
on foot, defenseless and often alone; exposed to tempests, torrents, deserts, wild beasts, tropical heat, fevers, and savage 
tribes; baptizing and confirming nearly one half million souls, among them St. Rose of Lima, St. Francis Solano, Blessed Martin of 
Porres, and Blessed Masias.  Throughout Lima and his entire diocese, he pioneered services for the welfare of the native peoples. He 
learned the Quechua language and required all parish priests to do the same.   
 
He built roads, school houses,  and chapels innumerable, and many hospitals and convents, and founded the first 
American seminary at Lima in 1591. He assembled thirteen diocesan synods and three provincial councils. 
 
The flourishing state of the church of Peru, the great numbers of saints and eminent pastors with which it abounded, and the 
establishment of innumerable seminaries of piety and learning, and hospitals for the poor, were the fruit of his zeal.  St. Turibius, in 
the sixty-eighth year of his age, in 1606 during the visitation of his diocese, fell sick at Santa, a town one hundred and ten leagues 
distant from Lima.  He foretold his death. At Pacasmayo he contracted fever, but continued laboring to the last, arriving at Sana in a 
dying condition. Dragging himself to the sanctuary he received the Viaticum.  By his last will he ordered what he had about him to be 
distributed among his servants, and whatever else he otherwise possessed to be given to the poor.  His body being translated the 
year after to Lima, was found incorrupt, the joints flexible, and the skin soft. His historian, and the acts of the canonization, mention 
many sick restored to their health, and a girl raised to life by him whilst he was living; also many miracles wrought through his 
intercession after his death.  St. Turibio Mogrovejo died in 1606 and was canonized by Benedict XIII in 1726. 

St. Toribio Alfonso Mogrovejo 
St. Turibio of Mogrovejo, a Spanish bishop born in 1538. The son of noble 
parents, he studied canon and civil law. He taught law at the prestigious 
University of Salamanca in Madrid. Phillip II selected him to be archbishop 
of Lima, a position for which his moral and intellectual virtues qualified 
him, although he first needed to receive Holy Orders.  He sailed to the 
New World and arrived at Lima in 1581. He was a strong bishop and 
defender of the rights of the native Indians in Peru , who were then 
suffering severely under Spanish occupation.  

 
Feastday: March 23  --  Birth: 1538  --  Death: 1606 
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