
The Communion of  

Saints 



What is your main goal in life? 

To be a saint! 



Catechism says… 

 946   After confessing “the holy catholic Church,” the 

Apostles’ Creed adds “the communion of  saints.” In a 

certain sense this article is a further explanation of  the 

preceding: “What is the Church if  not the assembly of  

all the saints?”479 The communion of saints 

is the Church. 947   “Since all the faithful form 

one body, the good of  each is communicated to the 

others.... We must therefore believe that there exists a 

communion of  goods in the Church. But the most 

important member is Christ, since he is the head.... 

Therefore, the riches of  Christ are communicated to 

all the members, through the sacraments.”480 “As this 

Church is governed by one and the same Spirit, all the 

goods she has received necessarily become a common 

fund.”481 (790)948   The term “communion of  

saints” therefore has two closely linked meanings: 

communion “in holy things (sancta)” and “among 

holy persons (sancti).” (1331) 

 Sancta sanctis! (“God’s holy 
gifts for God’s holy people”) 
is proclaimed by the 
celebrant in most Eastern 
liturgies during the elevation 
of  the holy Gifts before the 
distribution of  communion. 
The faithful (sancti) are fed 
by Christ’s holy body and 
blood (sancta) to grow in the 
communion of  the Holy 
Spirit (koinonia) and to 
communicate it to the world. 
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Pilgrim Church  

 Also known as the Church militant 

 We are currently in this category of  the “Communion of  
Saints.” 

 Our participation in the Communion of  Saints: 

 We pray to those in heaven and pray for those in Purgatory. 

 We are to be examples/ missionaries to those who do not know 
or desire to be a part of  God’s kingdom. We sanctify ourselves 
each day by doing God’s will. i.e, your trade or profession. 

 We say in the Mass on the Feast of  All Saints: “Our brothers 
and sisters the saints now sing your praises…our communion 
with them through your church gives us inspiration and strength 
as we hasten on our pilgrimage of  faith, eager to meet them.” 



Church Suffering 
 AKA, those in purgatory. 

 Where is this in Scripture? 2 Maccabees 12 

 He then took up a collection among all his soldiers, amounting to two 
thousand silver drachmas, which he sent to Jerusalem to provide for an 
expiatory sacrifice. In doing this he acted in a very excellent and noble 
way, inasmuch as he had the resurrection in mind;44for if he were not 
expecting the fallen to rise again, it would have been superfluous and 
foolish to pray for the dead.45But if he did this with a view to the 
splendid reward that awaits those who had gone to rest in godliness, 
it was a holy and pious thought. 

 How do they get out? Prayers and sacrifice. Just as Judas sacrificed… 

 Plenary vs. Partial Indulgence 

 By praying for a loved one to get out of  purgatory 

 Closer to God, and can now pray for us. 

 



More Purgatory Scripture 
 Matt. 5:48 - Jesus says, "be perfect, even as your heavenly Father is 

perfect." We are only made perfect through purification, and in Catholic 
teaching, this purification, if  not completed on earth, is continued in a 
transitional state we call purgatory. 

 Matt. 12:32 – Jesus says, “And anyone who says a word against the Son 
of  man will be forgiven; but no one who speaks against the Holy Spirit 
will be forgiven either in this world or in the next.” Jesus thus clearly 
provides that there is forgiveness after death. The phrase “in the next” 
(from the Greek “en to mellonti”) generally refers to the afterlife (see, for 
example, Mark 10.30; Luke 18.30; 20.34-35; Eph. 1.21 for similar 
language). Forgiveness is not necessary in heaven, and there is no 
forgiveness in hell. This proves that there is another state after death, and 
the Church for 2,000 years has called this state purgatory. 

 Luke 12:47-48 - when the Master comes (at the end of  time), some will 
receive light or heavy beatings but will live. This state is not heaven or hell, 
because in heaven there are no beatings, and in hell we will no longer live 
with the Master.  

 



St. Catherine…. 

 St. Catherine of  Genoa wrote:  

 “No one is barred from heaven. Whoever wants to enter 
heaven may do so because God is all merciful…The 
almighty is so pure, however, that if  a person is 
conscious of  the least trace of  imperfection and at the 
same time understands that Purgatory is ordained to do 
away with such impediments, the soul enters this place 
of  purification glad to accept so great a mercy of  God. 
The worst suffering of  these suffering souls is to have 
sinned against divine Goodness and not to have been 
purified in this life.” 

 



Church Triumphant 

 “How sweet will death be for the person who has fully 
repented of  all personal sins and can leap over Purgatory.” St. 
Teresa of  Avila 

 Seeing God FACE TO FACE! 

 Death is not the worst thing: Perpetua and Felicity 

 Rev 7: Then one of  the elders spoke up and said to me, "Who 
are these wearing white robes, and where did they come from? 
"I said to him, "My lord, you are the one who knows. "He 
said to me, "These are the ones who have survived the time of  
great distress; they have washed their robes and made them 
white in the Blood of  the Lamb." 

 



Hell  

 Those who reject God and decide they do not want to love 

him and be a part of  God’s kingdom are separated from 

those in the Communion of  Saints. 

 God wants all of  His children to spend eternity with him, 

but some of  His children do not want to be with Him. 

 Hell is the complete absence of  God. The Church has never 

claimed that a certain person was in Hell—but of  course, 

has claimed there are people in Heaven. 



Why do we pray to saints? 

 Prayers are more tuned to God’s will.  

 Purer, not distracted, continual.  

 Strictly intercessory 

 Not worship 

 “The light of  their example shines down on us, and 

makes it easier, sometimes, to see what we ought to do. 

They can help us with their prayers…when ours are so 

feeble and blind.” R. A. Knox  

 

 



How does the Church 

canonize Saints? 

Martyrs 

 Means “witness” 

 Those who die for the faith 

 Automatic sainthood 

Process 

 Servant of  God 

 Case opened after 5 years 

 Venerable 

 Heroic virtue 

 Blessed (Beatification) 

 One miracle 

 Saint (Canonization) 

 Two miracles 



Popular Saints (Patrons) 

St. Terese of  Lisieux  
St. Augustine 

St. Francis   St. Cecilia 
St. Maximilian Kolbe         Blessed Pope John Paul  

St. Edith Stein                      Blessed Mother 
Theresa 

 
 



Remember! 

We are all called to be saints!  



Te Deum 

You are God: we praise you; You are the Lord: we acclaim you; You are the eternal 

Father: All creation worships you. 

To you all angels, all the powers of  heaven, Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless 

praise: Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of  power and might, heaven and earth are full of  your 

glory.The glorious company of  apostles praise you. The noble fellowship of  prophets praise 

you. The white-robed army of  martyrs praise you. 

Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you: Father, of  majesty unbounded, Your 

true and only Son, worthy of  all worship, and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.  

You, Christ, are the King of  glory, the eternal Son of  the Father. 

When you became man to set us free you did not spurn the Virgin’s womb. 

You overcame the sting of  death, and opened the kingdom of  heaven to all believers. 

You are seated at God’s right hand in glory. We believe that you will come, and be our judge. 

Come then, Lord, and help your people, bought with the price of  your own blood, and bring 

us with your saints to glory everlasting. 


