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What is a Papal
Conclave?



Papal conclave

• This is a gathering of all cardinal electors
(cardinals under the age of 80) to elect a new
Pope.

• Cardinals have elected the Pope since 1059.

• They meet in the Sistine Chapel (consistently
since 1878).







Papal conclave

• The cardinals are locked in together
during the process. “Conclave” comes
from the Latin for “with a key.”

• The cardinals are permitted no contact
with the outside world during the
conclave, and they are excommunicated if
they discuss what goes on behind the
locked doors.



Papal conclave

• During the election process, there is a
secret ballot conducted once in the
morning and once in the afternoon until a
Pope has been selected by a 2/3 majority.

• After each ballot, the ballots are burned
and chemicals added to produce black
smoke if no Pope has been elected or
white smoke if he has.



Papal conclave

• Since 1389, every Pope has come from the
ranks of the cardinals.

• Pope John II (elected 533) was the first
Pope to change his name, but it did not
become a settled custom until Pope
Sergius IV (elected 1009).



Saint of the Day

Keep thinking about your
Confirmation name!



Saint of the Day

St. Benedict

Feast day is July 11



St. Benedict

• Born in Italy in about 480.

• At first he became a religious
hermit in a cave on Mount
Subiaco near Rome.

• He attracted followers and set up
monasteries for communal
religious life, culminating in the
great Abbey at Monte Cassino in
529.





St. Benedict

• Monasteries were a new thing
when Benedict founded his, and
he is perhaps most famous for
the “Rule of St. Benedict”—a
collection of instructions that is
still used in monasteries 1500
years later.



Benedictine Abbey
Subiaco, Arkansas



• Died in about 547.

• Patron saint of
Europe, of monks,
and of poison
sufferers.

• His sister Scholastica
is also a saint.
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