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Saint of the Week: Saint Anne Line 

• Born in Essex, England in 1567 

• Father was a strict Calvinist 

• Anne and brother, William, were disinherited as a result 
of converting to Catholicism 

• About 1586, she married Roger Line, who, like herself, 
had been disowned by his family 

• Shortly after their marriage, Roger and a friend were 
apprehended for attending Mass, sent to Flanders and 
died in 1594 

• In about 1594, Fr. John Gerard, S.J. opened a refuge for 
hiding priests in London – Anne was put in charge 

• In early February 1601, as Mass was about to begin, 
‘priest-catchers’ broke into her house and, after not 
being able to find the priest, arrested St. Anne 

Feast Day: 
February 27 

 
Beatified: 

December 15, 1929 
(Pope Pius XI) 

 
Canonized: 

October 25, 1970 
(Pope Paul VI) 



Saint of the Week: Saint Anne Line 

• Tried by the authorities on February 26, 1601 for 
‘harboring a priest’  

• She, along with two priests, was hung on February 27, 
1601 

• It is believed that Shakespeare's poem The Phoenix and 
the Turtle was written shortly after her death to 
commemorate Anne and Roger Line - it allegorically 
takes the form of a Catholic requiem for the couple 

 

“I am sentenced to die for harboring a Catholic priest, and 
so far I am from repenting for having done so, that I wish, 
with all my soul, that where I have entertained one, I could 
have entertained a thousand.” 

 

 

 

 

Patronage: 

Converts 

Widows 

Childless people 



Stations of the Cross 

• Also known as Via Crucis and Via Doloros – 
constitutes a miniature pilgrimage to holy 
places at Jerusalem 

• Tradition is the Blessed Virgin used to visit daily 
the scenes of Christ's Passion and Saint Jerome 
speaks of crowds of pilgrims from all over the 
world who came to visit the holy places in his day. 

• To satisfy the devotion of those who could not make an actual pilgrimage, a 
desire to reproduce the holy places seems to have arisen  quite an early date 

• Over the centuries praying the Stations has 
become one of the great Catholic devotions 

• A series of artwork (paintings, stonework, 
metalwork, carvings) which represent certain 
scenes in the Passion of Christ 

• Arranged at intervals around the walls of a 
church, though sometimes they are to be found 
in the open, especially on roads leading to a church or shrine 



Stations of the Cross 

• Their number varied considerably in different places but fourteen station are 
now prescribed 

Christ condemned to death   He meets the women of Jerusalem 
The cross is laid upon him   His third fall 
His first fall       He is stripped of His garments 
He meets His Blessed Mother;  His crucifixion 
Simon is made to bear the cross  His death on the cross 
Christ's face is wiped by Veronica  His body is taken down from the cross 
His second fall      His body is laid in the tomb 

• Object of the Stations is to help the 
faithful make a spiritual pilgrimage 
to the most significant scenes of 
Christ's sufferings and death 

• During the sixteenth century, a 
number of devotional manuals, 
giving prayers for use when praying 
the Stations were written 

 



Stations of the Cross 

• In 1686, Innocent XI granted to the Franciscans the right to erect the Stations 
in all their churches, and declared that indulgences attached to a pilgrimage 
could be theirs by praying the Stations 

• In 1694, Innocent XII confirmed the privilege for 
the requesting Franciscans 

• In 1726, Benedict XIII in 1726 extended the  
indulgences to all the faithful 

• In 1731, Clement XII further extended it by permitting indulgenced Stations 
into  all churches, provided that they were erected by a Franciscan father 

• In 1742, Benedict XIV exhorted all priests to enrich their churches with so 
great a treasure, therefore few churches now stand without the Stations  

• In 1857, the bishops of England received faculties from the Holy See to erect 
Stations themselves, wherever there were no Franciscans available 

• In 1862, almost all restrictions were removed and bishops were empowered 
to erect the Stations anywhere within their jurisdiction 



Stations of the Cross 

• One interesting tradition relates to the side of the church on which the 
Stations begin: the Gospel side is perhaps the more usual 

• The position of the figures may sometimes determine the direction of the 
route, for it seems more in accordance with the spirit of the devotion that the 
procession, in passing from station to station, should follow Christ rather than 
meet Him 

• The Stations are normally prayed each Friday during Lent 

• Starts with a Antiphon then an Act of Contrition then at each station: 
Opening, Mystery, Prayer, Our Father/Hail Mary, Closing 

• In passing from Station to Station, the assembled sing a stanza of the “Stabat 
Mater” (Sorrows of Mary) 

What matters most in the Stations of the Cross is to follow Jesus Christ in his 
passion and to see ourselves mirrored in him. To face life's dark side in ourselves 
and in our world, we need images of hope, and Jesus offers images of hope in his 
passion. By accompanying him on the Way of the Cross, we gain his courageous 
patience and learn to trust in God who delivers us from evil.  

 

 

 

 



The Divine Praises traditionally follows the 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament at 
Church when it is prayed by the priest and 
the worshippers before our Lord (in the 
Host) is returned to the tabernacle 
following adoration. 
 
Usually the priest says each line, which is 
then repeated by the congregation. 
 
It was composed in a slightly shorter form by Luigi Felici, a 
Jesuit priest, in 1797, as a prayer to make reparation for 
saying or hearing blasphemy and profane language.  
 
The praises were later expanded by Pope Pius VII in 1801. 
 

The Divine Praises 



Blessed be God. Blessed be His Holy Name. 

Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and true Man. 

Blessed be the Name of Jesus. 

Blessed be His Most Sacred Heart. 

Blessed be Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar. 

Blessed be the great Mother of God, Mary most Holy. 

Blessed be her Holy and Immaculate Conception. 

Blessed be her Glorious Assumption. 

Blessed be the Name of Mary, Virgin and Mother. 

Blessed be St. Joseph, her most chaste spouse. 

Blessed be God in His Angels and in His Saints. Amen. 

The Divine Praises 


