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Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Born: August 28, 1774 (New York, NY) 
Died: January 4, 1821 (Emmitsburg, MD) 
Feast Day: January 4 
 

- Father was professor of Anatomy at Columbia; 
Mother died when Elizabeth was 3; Stepmother 
displayed great concern for the poor. 

- Raised an Episcopalian, home-schooled, showed 
significant interest in history, languages, religious 
subjects, and service to the poor. 

- Married to William Seton in 1794 – from a 
prominent merchant family in New York – over 
the next 7 year they helped Will’s father run their import business. 

- In 1797, Elizabeth and her sister-in-law founded a group called ‘The 
Society for the Relief of Poor Widows and Small Children’ to aid the poor. 
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Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 
- By 1802, a British blockade of Napoleonic 

France coupled with the loss of several of 
the company’s ships at sea caused their 
import business to go bankrupt. 

- William took ill with tuberculosis and it 
was recommended that he recuperate in 
Europe. 

- In 1803, the family traveled to Italy to visit 
the Filicchi family who were both import 
business partners and friends. 

- He died in Italy in December 1803. 

- She stayed in Italy with the Filicchi’s – a 
very strong Catholic family – and was 
introduced to the Catholic faith. 
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Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 
- On Ash Wednesday 1805 she was received into 

the Catholic Church in New York. 

- In 1806 she received sacrament of Confirmation 
from the Archbishop of Baltimore, John Carroll, 
the only Catholic bishop in the nation. 

- In 1809 a local convert funded the opening of a 
school dedicated to the education of young girls 
in Emmitsburg, Maryland. 

- Archbishop Carroll allowed her to form a new 
community (Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph's) to 
serve the opened schools – Elizabeth was 
elected superior (1809). 

- As the community grew, the rapidly growing 
Sisters of Charity were either asked to lead or 
open new schools in New York, Philadelphia. 

- Rest of her life was dedicated to her community. 
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Elizabeth Ann Seton was 
beatified on March 17, 1963 
(John XXIII) and canonized on 
September 14, 1975 (Paul VI). 

 

First native-born American to 
be canonized by the Church. 

  

Patron Saint of Catholic 
schools. 



• Cardinal: an honorary title conferred on a bishop.  

• Cardinals are ordained senior bishops who usually 
head a large archdiocese or hold an important 
administrative position in the Church. 

• Cardinals (from Latin “cardo,” meaning “hinge”) are 
appointed by the Pope.  

• Cardinals comprise the College of Cardinals which 
may be called to consider special difficulties or 
questions and provide advice as the Pope may 
request 

• Most significantly, it is the College of Cardinals under the age of 80 at the 
death of a Pope who are charged with electing his successor. 

• Cardinals have no direct power in the Catholic Church deriving from their 
title. They are Bishops with additional privilege but do not rank over 
anyone outside their own diocese. They are not superior to brother 
bishops. 

Catholic Basics: Cardinal 

Francis Cardinal George 
Archbishop of Chicago 



Catholic Basics: Election of a Pope 

• Pope Francis is the 266th successor of Saint Peter. 

• He was elected to the Papacy on March 13, 2013. 

• The Pope is considered “First among Equals”. 

• Titles include: 

‒ Bishop of Rome 

‒ Vicar of Jesus Christ 

‒ Successor of the Prince of the Apostles 

‒ Supreme Pontiff of the Universal Church 

‒ Sovereign of the Vatican City State 

‒ Servant of the servants of God 

 

Jorge Mario Bergoglio 
 

Born: Dec 17, 1936 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 

 
Ordained: Dec 13, 1969 

Consecrated: Jun 27, 1992 
Cardinal: Feb 21, 2001 



• Catholic conviction is that the election of the new Pope unfolds under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

• During the ‘sede vacante’ the Church is managed by the Camerlengo but 
there is no mandate for ‘larger’ decisions. 

• Since 1059, the College of Cardinals has been the body that elects the 
Bishop of Rome (the Pope). Canon Law says the elector must be younger 
than 80 years at the time the conclave begins. 

• Pope Gregory X decreed during the 2nd Council of Lyons in 1274 that the 
cardinal electors should be locked in seclusion ‘cum clave’ (Latin for “with 
a key”) and not permitted to leave until a new Bishop of Rome is elected. 

• Under the election rules promulgated by Pope John Paul II, the cardinals 
are required to stay at Casa Santa Marta the during the election process. 

• Once the cardinal electors process into the Sistine Chapel, the phrase 
‘extra omnes’ is intoned by the master of ceremonies, meaning 
“everybody out.” The doors are locked and the voting begins. 
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• Conclaves are now held in the Sistine Chapel of the Apostolic Palace. It 
was first used in the 1492 conclave, and has been the site of all conclaves 
since 1878. 

• Any baptized Catholic male may be elected Bishop of Rome, but since 
1389, cardinals have always elected a fellow cardinal to the papacy. 

• A two-thirds plus one supermajority 
vote is required to elect a new pope, 
which also requires acceptance from 
the person elected. 

• Special stove / chimney are installed 
in the chapel during a conclave. 

• Black smoke means no pope has been 
chosen, white smoke means a pope 
has been elected. 
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Come, Holy Spirit, 

fill the hearts of your faithful 

and kindle in them the fire of your love. 

 

V. Send forth your Spirit, 

    and they shall be created. 

R. And You shall renew the face of the earth. 

 

O God, 

who by the light of the Holy Spirit, 

did instruct the hearts of the faithful, 

grant that by the same Holy Spirit, 

we may be truly wise 

and ever enjoy His consolations, 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Catholic Prayer: Come, Holy Spirit 


