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What is “Epiphany”? 

• Epiphany (ἐπιφάνεια, epiphaneia): 
comes from a Greek verb meaning  

“to reveal” and “manifestation” 

 

• Among Eastern Catholics and 
Eastern Orthodox, the feast is 
known as: “Theophany ‒  
the revelation of God to man” 

 

• Traditionally celebrated on the 12th day after Christmas, 
January 6th 

 

• In the dioceses of the United States, this feast has been moved 
to the Sunday between January 2 and January 8 

 



What is “Epiphany”? 
Four of the main ideas of the Epiphany: 

1. Divine Manifestation - Christ is revealed as the Son of God 

Feast unites three events in the life of Christ when His divinity 
shines through His humanity: 
• Adoration of the Magi 
• Baptism of Christ in the Jordan 
• First miracle at the wedding feast of Cana 

Masses in the Epiphany season show the divine power of our 
Lord in some of His most striking miracles 

 

2. Royal Kingship - Christ's kingship is extended to the whole world 

The revelation of Christ to the three kings at Bethlehem is a 
symbol of His revelation to the whole of the Gentile world - the 
calling of not merely a chosen few, but all nations to Christ 

 



What is “Epiphany”? 
3. Your Light is Come - Christ’s light casts aside darkness of world 

During Advent, world was in 
darkness, we prayed and 
waited - much in the spirit 
of the Jewish nation which 
had lived in expectation of 
the Coming Light during 
thousands of years 

At Christmas, the Light shone 
forth, but dimly, seen only by 
a few at the manger - Mary 
and Joseph and the shepherds 

At Epiphany, the Light bursts forth to all nations and prophecy 
of old is fulfilled 

 



What is “Epiphany”? 
4. The Royal Nuptials - the wedding of Christ with humanity 

The marriage feast of Cana is 
used by the Church to suggest 
the setting for Christ's nuptials 
with the Church 

The three Persian Magi adoring 
the Christ Child at Bethlehem 
also represent the Gentile world 
hurrying to the wedding feast at 
the end of time when mankind’s nuptials with the divine 
Bridegroom will be celebrated 

The gold, frankincense and myrrh are not only tokens for the 
little Baby King in the stable, but royal wedding gifts for the 
mystical marriage feast of heaven 

 



What is “Epiphany”? 
Epiphany lifts our eyes from the ‘family celebration of Christmas’ 
and insists that we include in our vision ‘all the ends of the earth’ 

 

Epiphany challenges us that, like the three wise men, we should: 

• have the courage to follow the light of the star we have seen, 
however hazardous the journey 

• allow this light - the light of our faith -  to be so strong as make 
it possible for us to see and recognize our Lord and Ruler in 
however unexpected a way He may present Himself to us 

• in our recognition of Him, bow down and adore Him, offering 
Him our total loyalty 

 

Epiphany demands that like these kings we should return to our 
own countries a different way, carrying to all those we meet the 
light of Christ 

 



Saint of the Week: Saint Stephen 

• First mentioned in Acts of the Apostles 

• One of seven deacons appointed by the 
Apostles to distribute food and charitable aid 
to poorer members of the community in the 
early church 

• Accused of blasphemy, he made a long speech 
at his trial fiercely denouncing the Jewish 
authorities who were sitting in judgment on 
him 

• He is recognized as the first Christian martyr as 
he was stoned to death (~34 AD) 

• His martyrdom was witnessed by Saul of 
Tarsus, a Pharisee who would later convert to 
Christianity and become an apostle 

Feast Day: December 26 



Saint of the Week: Saint Stephen 

• Often depicted with: 

- stones (instrument of his martyrdom), 

- dalmatic (deacon vestment), 

- censer (vessel where incense is burned), 

- miniature church, 

- Book or Scroll of the Gospels, 

- martyr's palm 

• Patron saint of: 

- deacons 

- stonemasons, 

- sufferers of 
   headaches, 

- casket makers 

- horses  
Church of St. Stephen - 

Jerusalem 



The Guardian Angel Prayer 
9Because you have the LORD for your refuge and have made the Most 
High your stronghold, 

10No evil shall befall you, no affliction come near your tent. 
11For he commands his angels with regard to you, to guard you 
wherever you go. 

12With their hands they shall support you, lest you strike your foot 
against a stone.             Psalm 91 

 

• Doctrine of angels is part of the Church's tradition 

• Heavenly spirit assigned by God to watch over each of us during 
our lives 

• Role is both to guide us to good thoughts, works and words, and to 
preserve us from evil 

• Since the 17th century, the Church has celebrated a feast 



The Guardian Angel Prayer 

“See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I 
say to you that their angels in heaven always look upon 
the face of my heavenly Father.”      (Matthew 18:10) 

 

 

Angel of God, my guardian dear, 

To whom God's love commits me here, 

Ever this day, be at my side, 

To light and guard, Rule and guide. 

Amen. 


