
CATHOLIC BASICS 
Tabernacle 



Tabernacle 



What is Tabernacle? 

• Tabernacle = “dwelling place” 
• Used to house the Eucharist/Blessed Sacrament 

outside of Mass 
• Must be located in the church on an altar not used 

for Mass, or in a chapel connected to the church; it 
must be readily visible, and suitable for the faithful’s 
adoration and prayer 

• “In a part of the church that is truly noble, 
prominent, beautifully decorated and suitable for 
prayer” 

• Must be immovable 



Why a Tabernacle? 

• Because of our belief in the Real Presence of 
Jesus in the Eucharist = Body of Christ 

• After Mass, the Blessed Sacrament cannot 
be thrown out 

• Tabernacle purpose: 
1. Keep for later use e.g. for sick, shut ins, 

next Mass 
2. Kept for the adoration & prayer of the 

faithful 
3. Prevent profanation of Eucharist 



Tabernacle Lamp 
 

• Required to always burn a 
candle near the Tabernacle 

• Signifies the sacramental 
presence of Christ in the Holy 
Eucharist 

• Candle doesn’t burn when 
Blessed Sacrament is not there 
– for example, Good Friday 

• Traditionally red but can be 
another color 

 



 
 
 

Saint of the Week 
St. Augustine of Hippo 

 
 



Timeline of Life 

• Born November 13, 354 in 
North Africa – in modern-
day Algeria 

• Mother was Monica, a 
Christian – Praying Mom! 

• Father was a pagan 

• Monica raised him to be a 
Christian but mostly 
interested in sex, fame and 
following his intellectual 
pursuits 

• At 18, he took a mistress and 
had a son 

• Early 20’s, moved to Rome 



Timeline of Life (cont.) 

• An intellectual, professor 

• In his 20’s, explored & 
followed many philosophies 
contrary to Christianity 

• Moved to Milan – heard 
preaching of St. Ambrose – 
Big influence 

• Converted to Christianity in 
386 at age 32 

• Went back to Africa in 387 

• Ordained priest in 391 

• Consecrated bishop of Hippo 
in 396 

• Died August 28, 430, the age 
of 74 



Doctor of the Church (1 of 33) 

• Prolific Writer 
• Surviving works  include 

113 books & treatises, 
over 200 letters, and over 
500 sermons 

• It is assumed that the 
majority of his works 
didn’t survive 

• Noted theologian even with 
Protestants – Not many 
crossovers but Augustine is 
one 

• Best known works 
• Confessions of St. 

Augustine - 
Autobiography 

• City of God  
• On the Trinity 

 



Saint for Our Time 

• Life in 20’s looked like many in Uptown Dallas today 

• Pursuit of Wine, women and song! 

• Wealthy – very social 

• Lust a large issue with Augustine 

• Continual search for meaning and fulfilment 

 

 



Great Sayings 

• “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is 
restless until it finds its rest in You!” 

• “Every man that knocks on the door of a house of ill-
repute is really looking for Jesus!” 

• “To fall in love with God is the greatest romance; to seek 
him the greatest adventure; to find him, the greatest 
human achievement.” 

• Look at Goodreads.com – Augustine quotes 

 

 



St. Augustine 

•Patron Saint of Printers 

 

• Feast Day – August 28 


