
Cardinals of the Church 



Who is a cardinal? 

• A cardinal (Latin: sanctae romanae 
ecclesiae cardinalis, literally cardinal of the 
Holy Roman Church) is a senior 
ecclesiastical leader, an ecclesiastical prince, 
and usually (now always for those created 
when still within the voting age-range) an 
ordained bishop of the Roman Catholic 
Church. The cardinals of the Church are 
collectively known as the College of 
Cardinals.   



What do the Church Cardinals Do? 

• The duties of the cardinals include attending the 
meetings of the College and making themselves 
available individually or in groups to the Pope as 
requested. Most have additional duties, such as 
leading a diocese or archdiocese or managing 
a department of the Roman Curia. A cardinal's 
primary duty is electing the pope when the see 
becomes vacant. During the sede vacante (the 
period between a pope's death or resignation 
and the election of his successor), the day-to-
day governance of the Holy See is in the hands 
of the College of Cardinals.  



Age Requirement for Conclave 

• The right to enter the conclave of cardinals 
where the pope is elected is limited to 
those who have not reached the age of 80 
years by the day the vacancy occurs  



What doesd the name come from? 

• There is disagreement about the origin of the term, but 
general consensus that "cardinalis" from the 
word cardo (meaning 'pivot' or 'hinge') was first used in 
late antiquity to designate a bishop or priest who was 
incorporated into a church for which he had not originally 
been ordained. In Rome the first persons to be called 
cardinals were the deacons of the seven regions of the 
city at the beginning of the 6th century, when the word 
began to mean “principal,” “eminent,” or "superior." The 
name was also given to the senior priest in each of the 
"title" churches (the parish churches) of Rome and to the 
bishops of the seven sees surrounding the city.   



Title and Reference 

• In 1630, Pope Urban VIII decreed their title 
to be Eminence (previously, it had been 
"illustrissimo" and 
"reverendissimo") [12] and decreed that 
their secular rank would equate to Prince, 
making them secondary only to the Pope 
and crowned monarchs.  

• One can refer to them as: John Card. Doe 
or Cardinal John Doe (U.S.) 



Titular Church 

• Each cardinal takes on a titular church, 
either a church in the city of Rome or one 
of the suburbicarian sees. The only 
exception is for patriarchs of Eastern 
Catholic Churches.[9]Nevertheless, 
cardinals possess no power of governance 
nor are they to intervene in any way in 
matters which pertain to the administration 
of goods, discipline, or the service of their 
titular churches.[10]   



Dean of the College of Cardinals 

• The Dean of the College of Cardinals in 
addition to such a titular church also 
receives the titular bishopric of Ostia, the 
primary suburbicarian see. Cardinals 
governing a particular Church retain that 
church. There are seven suburbicarian 
sees: Ostia, Albano, Porto and Santa 
Rufina, Palestrina, Sabina and 
Mentana, Frascati andVelletri  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Ostia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Suburbicarian_Diocese_of_Albano
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Suburbicarian_Diocese_of_Porto-Santa_Rufina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Suburbicarian_Diocese_of_Porto-Santa_Rufina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Suburbicarian_Diocese_of_Palestrina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Suburbicarian_Diocese_of_Sabina-Poggio_Mirteto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Suburbicarian_Diocese_of_Sabina-Poggio_Mirteto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Suburbicarian_Diocese_of_Frascati
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Suburbicarian_Diocese_of_Velletri-Segni


Cardinal Bishops 

• Cardinal bishops (cardinals of the 
episcopal order) are among the most 
senior prelates of the Catholic Church. 
Though in modern times most cardinals 
are also bishops, the term "cardinal 
bishop" only refers to the cardinals who 
are titular bishops of one of the 
"suburbicarian" sees. The sees of the   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suburbicarian_diocese


Cardinal Priests 

• Cardinal priests are the most numerous of 
the three orders of cardinals in the 
Catholic Church, ranking above the 
cardinal deacons and below the cardinal 
bishops.[30] Those who are named 
cardinal priests today are 
generally bishops of 
important dioceses throughout the world, 
though some hold Curial positions.  



Cardinal Deacons 

• The cardinal deacons are the lowest-
ranking cardinals. Cardinals elevated to 
the diaconal order are either officials of 
the Roman Curia or priests elevated after 
their 80th birthday. Bishops with diocesan 
responsibilities, however, are created 
cardinal priests.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Curia


Cardinal Protodeacon 

• The cardinal protodeacon, the senior 
cardinal deacon in order of appointment to 
the College of Cardinals, has the privilege 
of announcing a new pope's election and 
name (once he has been ordained to the 
Episcopate[32]) from the central balcony 
at the Basilica of Saint Peter in Vatican 
City State.  



Carmelengo of the Holy Roman 
Church 

• Has duties during a sede vacantis 
• He collects information on finacnes etc. 

and presents to the conclave of 
cadinals13. 



Cardinals Who Are not Bishops 
• Until 1917, it was possible for someone who was 

not a priest, but only in minor orders, to become 
a cardinal (see "lay cardinals", below), but they 
were enrolled only in the order of cardinal 
deacons. For example, in the 16th 
century, Reginald Pole was a cardinal for 18 
years before he was ordained a priest. In 1917 it 
was established that all cardinals, even cardinal 
deacons, had to be priests,[35] and, in 
1962, Pope John XXIII set the norm that all 
cardinals be ordained as bishops, even if they 
are only priests at the time of appointment  



Cont. 

• As a consequence of these two changes, 
canon 351 of the 1983 Code of Canon 
Law requires that a cardinal be at least in 
the order of priesthood at his appointment, 
and that those who are not already 
bishops must receive episcopal 
consecration.  



Lay Cardinals 
• At various times, there have been cardinals who 

had only received first tonsure and minor 
orders but not yet been ordained as deacons or 
priests. Though clerics, they were inaccurately 
called "lay cardinals" and were permitted to 
marry. Teodolfo Mertel was among the last of 
the lay cardinals. When he died in 1899 he was 
the last surviving cardinal who was not at least 
ordained a priest. With the revision of the Code 
of Canon Law promulgated in 1917 by Pope 
Benedict XV, only those who are already priests 
or bishops may be appointed cardinals  



Cardinal in pectore 
• In addition to the named cardinals, the pope may name secret 

cardinals or cardinals in pectore(Latin for in the breast). 
 

• During the Western Schism, many cardinals were created by the 
contending popes. Beginning with the reign of Pope Martin 
V,[1] cardinals were created without publishing their names until 
later, termed creati et reservati in pectore.[40] 
 

• A cardinal named in pectore is known only to the pope; not even the 
cardinal so named is necessarily aware of his elevation, and in any 
event cannot function as a cardinal while his appointment is in 
pectore. Today, cardinals are named in pectore to protect them or 
their congregations from reprisals if their identities were known. 
Three were revealed: one form Latvia, one from the Ukraine and 
one from the PRC. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In_pectore


Vestiture 

• Red. 



St Nicholas 

• Icon 



Fact of His Life 
• Born15 March 270[1] 

Patara, Roman Empire 
(now in Turkey) 

• Died 6 December 343 (aged 73) 
Myra, Roman Empire now in Turkey) Venerated in 
Anglicanism, Baptist, Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy, Oriental 
Orthodoxy, Lutheranism, Methodism, Presbyterianism, Reformed  

• Major shrine Basilica di San Nicola, Bari, Italy 
• Feast 6 December  (main feast day – Saint Nicholas Day) 

Attributes Vested as a Bishop. In Eastern Christianity, wearing an 
omophorion and holding a Gospel Book. Sometimes shown 
with Jesus Christ over one shoulder, holding a Gospel Book, and 
with the Theotokos over the other shoulder, holding an. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Nicholas#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oriental_Orthodoxy


• Patronage: Children, coopers, sailors, 
fishermen, merchants, broadcasters, the 
falsely accused, repentant thieves, 
brewers, pharmacists, archers, 
pawnbrokers, Galway, Russia, 
Greece, Liverpool, Lorraine and Duchy of 
Lorraine 



Stories of Miracles 

• One tells how during a terrible famine, a 
malicious butcher lured three little children 
into his house, where he killed them, 
placing their remains in a barrel to cure, 
planning to sell them off as 
ham.[33] Nicholas, visiting the region to 
care for the hungry, not only saw through 
the butcher's horrific crime but also 
resurrected the three boys from the barrel 
by his prayers.  



Cont. 
• In his most famous exploit,[36] Nicholas aided a poor 

man who had three daughters, but could not afford a 
proper dowry for them. This meant that they would 
remain unmarried and probably, in absence of any other 
possible employment, would have to become prostitutes. 
Even if they did not, unmarried maidens in those days 
would have been assumed as being a prostitute. Hearing 
of the girls' plight, Nicholas decided to help them, but 
being too modest to help the family in public (or to save 
them the humiliation of accepting charity), he went to the 
house under the cover of night and threw 
three purses (one for each daughter) filled with gold 
coins through the window opening into the house.  



Cont. 
• According to another story, during a great famine that 

Myra experienced in 311–312, a ship was in the port at 
anchor, loaded with wheat for the Emperor in 
Constantinople. Nicholas invited the sailors to unload a 
part of the wheat to help in the time of need. The sailors 
at first disliked the request, because the wheat had to be 
weighed accurately and delivered to the Emperor. Only 
when Nicholas promised them that they would not suffer 
any loss for their consideration, the sailors agreed. When 
they arrived later in the capital, they made a surprising 
find: the weight of the load had not changed, although 
the wheat removed in Myra was enough for two full 
years and could even be used for sowing  
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